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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1, 8, and 9 as follows: 



1 . (Amended) A methdd for assigning domain names on a wide area network 
to a client by a provider operatingXa provider computer, wherein the domain name is 
I ^ — defined by a plurality of name level \omponents including a provider component and a 
client component, comprising: 

selecting a provider comp&nd/it 6f the domain name by the client, wherein 
the provider component is defined by the j^videp 

selecting a client component^ of Jhe domain name, wherein the client 
component is selected by the client; 

submitting a proposed name tto the provider computer, wherein the 
proposed domain name is a combination of thft plurality of the selected components, 
wherein the domain name is configured such thaj the client component is followed by 
the provider component; and 
determining whether the proposed nanife is to be assigned to the client. 
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8. (Amended) A method for retrieving an assigned domain on a wide area 
network by a provider computer! wherein the assigned domain is referenced by an 
assigned domain name which is\requested by a user, the domain name having a 
computer address being defined by a plurality of components including a thirdlevel 
component, a secondlevel component and a toplevel component, the provider computer 



including a domain hosting system 



plurality of servers and a data storage 5 apparatus, comprising 



having a scheduler, a plurality of redirectors, a 



r a 



identifying the compute 
by the user, wherein the compu 
component and toplevel component o< 

executing a parsing prod 
is translated to a provider defined sub 



Jress of the assigned domain name requested 
Jress is determined by the secondlevel 
jmain name; 

wherein the user requested domain name 
lain name and a client directory, wherein the 
provider defined subdomain name is \ partially determined by the secondlevel and 
toplevel components of the assigned domain name and wherein the client directory is 
partially determined by the thirdlevel component of the assigned domain name; 

identifying a second computer address, wherein the second computer 
address identifies the provider defined subtiomain name; and 

transmitting a data associate^ with the second computer address to the 

user. 
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9. (Amended) A domaVi management system including a provider defined 
data structure for use on a network system, the network system including a user 
computer and a provider computer opupled via a network, wherein the user computer is 
capable of transmitting a domain reauest and the provider computer is capable of 
receiving the domain request, comprisffrai >^ 
a name assignment system^ana 

a hosting system, wherein\troe Hosting system comprises a scheduler, a 
plurality of redirectors, a plurality of servera^and a data storage apparatus, wherein the 
redirectors includes a parsing mechanism^ the parsing mechanism being capable of 
translating the domain request, which is transmitted by the user computer, to the 
provider defined data structure. \ 
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